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ANNUAL  REPORT 

cf  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1958 

© 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Irlam  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Cady,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  during  the  year  1958.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in 
accordance  with  instructions  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in 
Circular  22/58  dated  9th  December,  1958. 

Full  comment  is  made  in  the  body  of  the  report  on  the  various 
vital  statistics  and  here  I take  the  opportunity  of  making  one  or 
two  comments  of  a more  general  nature. 

The  population  of  the  District,  which  increased  by  57% 
between  the  Wars  (from  9,173  in  1919  to  14,400  in  1939),  has 
fluctuated  a bit  but  has  not  increased  substantially  during  the 
past  20  years.  The  mid-1958  estimate  is  14,910.  There  has  none 
the  less  been  a steady  natural  increase,  i.e.,  births  have  each  year 
exceeded  deaths;  in  1958  this  was  101,  and  the  cumulative  total 
natural  increase  for  the  twenty  years  1939-1958  has  been  1,713. 
This  indicates  that  there  must  be  a steady  flow  of  emigration  from 
the  District.  The  projected  Salford  overspill  scheme  will  in  time 
doubtless  make  quite  a difference  in  the  general  picture  suggested 
by  these  figures. 

There  is  another  statistic  which  I have  watched  with  interest. 
This  Report  shows  each  year  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
according  to  the  Rate  Book,  and  if  we  divide  this  figure  into  the 
estimated  population  for  the  year  we  obtain  an  average  ratio  of 
the  number  of  persons  per  house.  This  ratio  has  been  improving 
steadily  in  recent  years:  just  after  the  War  the  average  for  the 
years  1946-1950  was  3.53  persons  per  house;  during  the  next  five 
years  it  was  3.20;  in  1957  3.15;  and  in  1958  3.12.  Not  only  are 
more  families  getting  their  own  houses,  but  the  standard  of  com- 
fort and  amenity  in  the  newly  built  houses  is  of  a high  order,  and 
your  District  is  fortunate  in  having  very  few  bad  old  houses  which 
qualify  for  inclusion  in  clearance  programmes. 
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Last  year  I alluded  to  the  need  for  action  to  be  taken  under 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  pre- 
liminary information  submitted  to  the  Minister  in  regard  to  your 
first  proposed  smoke  control  area  has  already  received  his  sanction 
and  that  the  detailed  survey  work  is  now  in  progress.  A vigorous 
programme  of  smoke  control — with  the  co-operation  of  local 
industry  as  well  as  the  householder — will  contribute  much  to  the 
healthiness  and  amenity  of  the  District.  Irlam  is  on  the  windward 
side  of  the  greater  Manchester  area,  and  reduction  in  the  total 
amount  of  smoke  emitted  will  benefit  not  only  the  inhabitants  of 
Irlam  but  also  those  in  neighbouring  Districts  as  well. 

Six  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  year  represents  a much  higher 
incidence  than  obtained  nationally  during  1958.  It  is  gratifying, 
therefore,  to  note  how  well  poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  being 
accepted  by  the  people  of  Irlam,  since  this  seems  to  offer  our  only 
hope  of  controlling  this  disease  effectively.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
1,891  individuals — more  than  one-eighth  of  the  entire  population — 
had  been  vaccinated.  Much  more  remains  to  be  done,  however,  and 
everyone  under  26  years  of  age  is  urged  to  register  for  vaccination. 

Again  I have  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  co-opera- 
tion of  Mr.  L.  Hall  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
and  of  the  continued  support  given  to  me  by  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  by  Officials  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIS  J.  EL  WOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
IRLAM. 

Telephone  Irlam  2724. 

May,  1959. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (Statute  Acres)  ...  4,717 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate,  June,  1958)  14,910 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  ...  4,775 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1958  ...  ...  £178,333 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £741  Os.  Od. 

Total  Rates  in  the  £ ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18s.  4d. 


2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males  Females  Total 
Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  1 29  110  239 

Illegitimate  ...  4 6 10 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  16.7* 

Males  Females  Total 


Stillbirths 


• • • 


2 


4 6 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  23.5 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  ...  135  120  255 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  ... 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  . . . 
Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  stillbirths. . . 


4 

16.1 

16.1 

Nil 
16.1 
4.02  % 
Nil 
Nil 


Males  Females  Total 
Total  deaths  ...  ...  ...  76  72  148 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  9.9* 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  23 


♦Adjusted  : Live  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  1.03)=17.2  per  1,000 

population 

Death  rate  (comparability  factor  1.26)  = 12.5  per  1,000  population 
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PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 


The  county  district  of  Irlam  in  Lancashire  is  roughly  square 
in  formation,  with  sides  over  three  and  a half  miles  long. 

The  district  boundaries  on  the  North  march  with  those  of 
Tyldesley,  Worsley  and  Leigh,  on  the  South  with  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal,  on  the  East  with  Eccles  and  on  the  West  with  the  banks 
of  the  River  Glaze. 

The  residents  are  thus  provided  with  an  area  quasi-rural  in 
character,  which  makes  a relieving  contrast  to  the  industrial  nature 
of  the  district  on  its  southern  borders. 

A variety  of  industries  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  The  following 
list  is  a brief  summary : — 

Steel  and  iron  works,  soap  works,  margarine  and  lard  rnanu- 
facturies,  coal  tips,  tar  works,  basket  works,  general  engineering, 
timber  storage,  and  market  gardening. 


POPULATION. 

The  resident  population  of  Irlam  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  mid  1958,  was  14,910. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  101. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  population  large  numbers  from 
outside  the  district  journey  daily  to  and  from  the  various  works  in 
the  district. 


BIRTHS. 

Boys  133;  Girls  116;  Total  249. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  after 
the  necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  249. 

This  gave  a birth  rate  of  16.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  13.4  for  the  previous  year. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1958  was  16.4. 
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STILLBIRTHS 


The  number  of  registered  stillbirths  was  6,  giving  a rate  per 
1,000  total  births  of  23.5.  The  average  for  the  years  1953-1957  was 
23  per  1,000  total  births. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  1958. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  4 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  all  of  which 
occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  16.1  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1958  was  22.5. 

The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  for  the  years 
1953-1957  was  33  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  infant  deaths  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  this  district  for  the 
past  ten  years: 


Year 

Number 

of 

deaths 

Infant 

mortality 

rate 

1949 

8 

31 

1950 

8 

33 

1951 

6 

32 

1952 

7 

37 

1953 

8 

37 

1954 

8 

37 

1955 

4 

20 

1956 

9 

40 

1957 

6 

30 

1958 

4 

16 

7 


DEATHS. 

Males  76  ; Females  72  ; Total  148. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  after  the 
necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  148. 
This  gave  a death  rate  of  9.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared 
with  9.6  in  1957. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
11.7  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  there  were  30  deaths  (19  male,  11  female) 
in  which  the  causes  of  death  were  certified  after  post  mortem 
examination  and/or  coroner’s  inquests. 

There  were  nine  inquests  held  and  the  coroner’s  verdict  was 
as  follows: 


Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Misadventure 
Suicide 
Manslaughter 
Natural  causes 


CANCER 


2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


There  were  23  deaths  from  this  cause,  7 males  and  16  females, 
giving  a mortality  rate  of  1.54  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  com- 
pared with  1.75  in  1957. 


CLASSIFIED  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


Localisation 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Breast 

3 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Generative  Organs 

3 

1 

5 

2 

1 

Intestinal  Tract 

5 

3 

4 

7 

1 

Liver 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Oesophagus 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pancreas 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Lung,  bronchus... 

3 

7 

4 

5 

3 

Stomach  ... 

6 

6 

5 

7 

4 

Other  or  unspecified  Organs  ... 

5 

2 

4 

2 

6 

Totals  • • • ...  ...  ...  ••• 

29 

26 

26 

26 

23 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

171 

157 

139 

143 

148 
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The  average  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  cancer  over  the  five 
years  1954-1958  has  been  1.75  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  this 
compares  with  a national  rate  for  1958  of  2.12.  The  average  death 
rate  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  over  the  same  five  years 
in  the  district  has  been  0.30,  compared  with  a national  rate  in  1958 
of  0.44.  These  rates  suggest  that  the  District  has  been  rather 
more  fortunate  in  regard  to  cancer  than  has  been  the  experience 
nationally. 

The  following  figures  show  for  Irlam  the  proportion  of  all 
deaths  which  were  due  to  cancer: 


Years 

Percentage  of  deaths  in 
District  due  to  Cancer 

1931—1935 

10.5% 

1936—1940 

11.9% 

1941_1945 

16.6% 

1946—1950 

17.8% 

1951—1955 

18.5% 

1956 

18.7% 

1957 

18.2% 

1958 

15.5% 

The  corresponding  proportion  for  England  and  Wales  in  1958 
was  18.2%. 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

Sixteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system  (excluding  cancer)  giving  a death  rate  of  1.07  per 
1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1.08  in  1957. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


0 


Age 

Period 

Years 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respi 

ratory 

N< 

Respi 

Dn- 

rntory 

Respiratory 

Nc 

Respi 

)n- 

ratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—9 
10—14 
15—24 
25 — 44 
45—64 
65  & over 

1 

1 

i 

i 



1 



1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

V 

2 

1 
v 

j 

2 



j 

v 

j 

| 

4 

V 

1 

V 

2 

\( 

Case  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Respiratory  0.27  Non-respiratory  0.07  All  forms  0.34 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Respiratory  0.13  Non-respiratory  0.00  All  forms  0.13 

England  and  Wales  death  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Respiratory  0.09  Non-respiratory  0.01  All  forms  0.10 


Particulars  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Year 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1954 

12 

2 

2 

— 

1955 

6 

1 

2 

— 

1956 

8 

1 

1 

— 

1957 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1958 

4 

1 

2 

■ 

Eight  cases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year. 
The  notification  of  tuberculosis  was  satisfactory  and  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding  cases  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify. 
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The  decline  in  both  incidence  and  death  rate  is  well  shown  in 
the  following  table: 


Years 

Case— rate  per  1,000 
population 

Death — rate  per  1,000 
population 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1936-40 

0.90 

0.54 

0.48 

0.09 

1941-45 

0.72 

0.45 

0.54 

0.09 

1946-50 

0.67 

0.20 

0.21 

0.04 

1951-55 

0.72 

0.17 

0.12 

0.01 

1956 

0.54 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

1957 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1958 

0.27 

0.07 

0.13 

0.00 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  after 
corrections  subsequently  made,  was  88. 

Six  of  these  were  cases  of  poliomyelitis  which  is  the  highest 
number  of  cases  notified  in  the  District  in  any  one  year  since  1947. 
This  gives  an  incidence  of  0.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is 
thirteen  times  the  national  rate  (0.03)  during  1958  (which  was  a 
quiet  year  for  poliomyelitis).  Why  six  sporadic  cases  should  appear 
in  one  District  when  there  was  not  much  “polio”  about  generally 
nor  in  neighbouring  Districts  is  a bit  of  a mystery,  and  illustrates 
the  essentially  sporadic  nature  of  the  spread  of  this  disease,  at 
any  rate  so  far  as  recognsied  cases  are  concerned.  These  were  all 
paralytic  cases,  and  their  condition  as  ascertained  six  months 
after  the  attack  is  given  as  follows: 

Recovered  with  no  obvious  functional  limitations  . . . 

Recovered  with  functional  limitations — treatment 
ceased  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Recovered  with  functional  limitations — still  re- 
ceiving treatment  ... 

There  were  no  deaths. 

There  were  only  11  cases  of  measles  in  the  year  under  report 
as  compared  with  423  in  1957,  only  6 cases  of  whooping  cough  as 
compared  with  27,  and  only  11  cases  of  dysentery  as  compared 
with  171. 

There  were  15  cases  of  food  poisoning,  one  single  case  where 
the  agent  was  identified  as  salmonella  typhi-murium,  and  one 
outbreak  involving  14  persons  from  6 families.  In  this  outbreak 
whilst  the  food  involved  was  identified,  it  was  not  possible  to 
isolate  the  causative  agent. 


2 Cases 
1 Case 

3 Cases 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

This  is  advised  at  about  3 months  of  age.  Infant  vaccination 
gives  a measure  of  protection  to  the  individual  for  many  years; 
should  the  disease  be  contracted  subsequently  it  is  generally  in  a 
modified  form  and  a fatal  issue  is  unlikely. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  vaccinations  done 
in  the  District  during  1958  and  the  previous  year: 

1958  1957 

(a)  Number  of  primary  vaccinations  ...  ...  126  133 

(b)  Number  of  re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  18  30 

(c)  Number  of  infants  under  1 year  included  in  (a)  113  109 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council,  parents 
have  the  choice  of  having  children  immunised  from  the  age  of  four 
months — 

(1)  by  a "triple”  vaccine  giving  protection  against  diphtheria, 

whooping  cough,  and  tetanus; 

(2)  by  a "combined”  vaccine  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 

cough; 

(3)  against  whooping  cough  only; 

(4)  against  diphtheria  only; 

(5)  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus. 

In  the  case  of  "triple”,  "combined”,  or  whooping  cough  im- 
munisation, three  injections  are  given  at  intervals  of  not  less  than 
one  month. 

These  protective  injections  are  given  free  of  charge  at  Clinics 
and  by  general  practitioners  at  their  surgeries.  The  County  Council 
pays  a fee  to  general  practitioners  for  sending  in  a record  card 
containing  particulars  of  these  immunisations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year  along  with  the  total  for  the  previous 
year: 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

Whooping  Cough  only 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  only  ... 

8 

204 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  "com- 

bined  ... 

8 

2 

Diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 

"triple”  

177 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

16 

— 

Total  diphtheria  immunisations  in- 

eluded  above 

209 

206 

Total  diphtheria  immunisations  in  1957 

174 

234 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  vaccination  was 
offered  during  the  year  to  the  following  groups: 

(1)  Children  born  in  the  years  1943-1958. 

(2)  Persons  born  in  the  years  1933-1942. 

(3)  Expectant  Mothers. 

(4)  General  practitioners  and  families. 

(5)  Ambulance  staff  and  families. 

(6)  Hospital  staff,  medical  students  and  their  families. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  2,283  Irlam  residents  had 
been  so  registered  since  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme,  and  the 
vaccination  of  1,891  of  them  (by  twro  injections)  had  been  completed; 
1,128  of  these  vaccinations  were  done  during  the  year  under  report. 
During  the  year  third  injections  were  commenced,  501  such  injec- 
tions being  given.  In  addition  to  British  vaccine,  American  and 
Canadian  Salk  was  used  for  vaccinations. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council,  parents  of 
children  about  to  leave  school  may  be  invited  to  consent  to  their 
children  being  skin-tested  for  susceptibility  to  tuberculosis,  and  to 
their  being  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis  with  B.C.G.  vaccine  if 
the  skin-test  shows  them  to  be  susceptible  to  this  disease. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Under  section  47  of  this  Act  (amended  in  1951)  a local  authority 
may  apply  to  a Court  for  an  Order  for  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  wrhich  they  are  unable  to  provide  for  themselves  and  which 
they  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons. 

No  case  arose  during  the  year  in  which  it  was  necessary  to 
take  action  under  this  section. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

I.  Services  Provided  by  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

1.  Hospitals. 

There  are  no  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  within  the  Urban 
District,  which  is  served  in  the  main  by  the  undermentioned 
hospitals: 
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(a)  General — Salford  Royal  Hospital;  Park  Hospital,  Davy- 
hulme;  Kccles  and  Patricroft  Hospital. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases — Rady  well  Hospital,  Salford. 

(c)  Maternity — Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme;  Hope  Hospital, 
Salford. 

2.  Tuberculosis  Services. 

While  certain  aspects  of  this  work,  more  particularly  the 
domiciliary  visiting  of  cases  and  contacts,  come  within  the 
province  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  does  provide  the  following: 

(a)  Chest  Clinic,  Hope  Hospital,  Salford.  New  cases,  referred 
by  their  family  doctors,  attend  by  appointment. 

(b)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Surveys  are  carried  out 
periodically  in  the  District  by  the  Board’s  No.  4 Unit, 
which  is  based  on  Bolton. 

3.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

St.  Duke’s  Clinic,  11  Duke  Street,  Liverpool  Road,  Man- 
chester 3.  New  cases  should  attend  at  the  following  times: 

Monday  10-0  a.m. — 12-30  p.m. 

Tuesday  5-0  p.m. — 7-0  p.m. 

Wednesday  2-0  p.m. — 4-30  p.m. 

Thursday  5-0  p.m. — 7-0  p.m. 

Friday  10-0  a.m. — 12-30  p.m. 

vSaturday  10-0  a.m. — 12-0  noon 

II.  Services  Provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Irlam  is  one  of  the  four  constituent  districts  of  Lancashire 
County  Council  Health  Division  No.  15  which  in  addition  includes 
the  Borough  of  Eccles,  the  Borough  of  Swinton  and  Pendlebury, 
and  the  Urban  District  of  Worsley. 

The  services  which  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  are 
as  follows: 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children:  this  includes  ante-natal 
and  child  welfare  clinics,  dental  care,  distribution  of  welfare 
foods  and  day  nurseries. 

2.  School  Health  Service. 

3.  Midwifery. 

4.  Health  Visiting. 

5.  Home  Nursing. 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

7.  Ambulance  Service. 

8.  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  aftercare:  this  includes  health 
education,  loan  of  nursing  equipment,  and  convalescence  for 
those  who  have  been  ill. 
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9.  Home  Help  Service. 

10.  Mental  Health. 

11.  Arrangements  for  the  welfare  of  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  crippled 
and  handicapped  persons. 

12.  Provision  of  Residential  Accommodation  for  the  Aged  and 
Infirm. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  his  capacity  as  Divisional 
Medical  Officer,  is  the  Officer  locally  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of  these  services,  and  any  enquiry  in  regard  to  them  should  be 
addressed  to  him:  Dr.  W.  J.  Elwood,  d.p.h.,  Divisional  Medical 
Officer,  Lancashire  County  Council  Health  Division  No.  15, 
33  Green  Lane,  Patricroft.  Phone  No.  Eccles  2651. 

A brief  resume  of  the  above  services  as  available  to  residents 
in  Irlam  is  given  below  (and  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named 
above) : 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Health  Service . 


Centre  Hours  of  attendance 

Ante-Natal  Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool  Mon.  2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 
and  Post  Natal  Road,  Cadishead. 

Child  1.  Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool  Tues.  2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Welfare  Road,  Cadishead. 


2.  515-521  Liverpool  Road.,  Wed.  2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 
Irlam. 


Day  Nursery  Fiddlers  Lane,  Irlam.  Monday  to 

Friday  7 a.m.-6  p.m. 


Dental  Longfield  Lodge, 

Road,  Cadishead. 

Immunisation  Longfield  Lodge, 

Road,  Cadishead. 

Minor  Longfield  Lodge, 

Ailments  Road,  Cadishead 


Liverpool 

Liverpool 


Liverpool 


Ophthalmic  Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 

Road,  Cadishead. 

Orthopaedic  Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 

Road,  Cadishead. 


By  appointment. 
By  appointment. 


School  Medical  Offi- 
cer in  attendance 
Thursday,  9-30  a.m. 
— 11-30  a.m. 

Cases  referred  by 
School  Medical  Offi- 
cer. 

Cases  referred  by 
School  Medical  Offi- 
cer. 
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Orthoptic  Green  Lane,  Patricroft.  Cases  referred  by 

School  Medical  Offi- 
cer. 

Speech  Green  Lane,  Patricroft.  Cases  referred  by 

Therapy  School  Medical  Offi- 

cer. 

Midwifery. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  midwives 
practising  in  Irlam  as  at  the  date  of  writing: 

Telephone  No. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hancock,  254  Liverpool  Road,  Irlam  337 
Cadishead. 

Miss  M.  L.  Jordan,  44  Elsinore  Avenue,  Irlam  2049 
Irlam. 


Health  Visitor. 

The  services  of  the  following  health  visitor  is  available  in 
Irlam  as  at  the  date  of  writing: 

Miss  A.  M.  Brunt,  Longfield  Lodge,  Irlam  196 
Cadishead. 


Home  Nurses. 

The  Home  Nurses  normally  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
family  doctor.  The  names  and  addresses  and  telephone  numbers 
of  these  nurses  are: 

Miss  M.  Douglas,  m.b.e.,  4 Roscoe  Road, 

Irlam.  Irlam  2048. 

Mrs.  B.  Watson,  39  Ferry  Road,  Irlam.  Irlam  2838. 

Male  Nurse: 

Mr.  L.  S.  Lester,  10  Fletcher  Avenue,  Swinton  2503 
Clifton. 


Ambulance  Service. 

In  an  emergency  anyone  may  call  an  ambulance,  by  going  to 
the  nearest  telephone,  lifting  the  receiver,  and,  when  the  operator 
answers,  saying  “Ambulance”. 

In  non-urgent  cases  requests  for  ambulance  transport  can  only 
be  made  by  a doctor,  midwife,  responsible  hospital  official  or  dentist. 

The  telephone  number  is:  Swinton  4343. 


16 


III.  Services  Provided  by  the  Lancashire  Executive  Council 


Enquiries  regarding  these  services  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary,  Lancashire  Executive  Council,  42  West  Cliff,  Preston. 
Lists  showing  the  names  of  family  doctors,  dentists,  pharmacists 
and  opticians  who  are  under  contract  with  the  Council  can  be  seen 
at  any  Post  Office  or  Public  Library. 


IV.  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath, 
Manchester  10. 


V.  Services  Provided  by  Voluntary  Organisations. 

The  Irlam  and  Cadishead  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 
(Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Leslie  W.  Jones,  b.e.m.,  10  Turner  Avenue, 
Irlam)  provides  a visiting  service  for  old  people,  particularly  those 
living  alone.  Other  organisations  which  may  help  in  meeting  par- 
ticular needs  are: 

Cripples  Help  Society,  5 Cross  Street,  Manchester  2. 

Manchester  and  Salford  Blind  Aid  Society,  30  Tonman  Street, 

Manchester  3. 

Irlam  and  Cadishead  Welfare  and  After-Care  Association, 

(Hon.  Secretary,  Mrs.  A.  Hunt,  28  Silver  Street,  Irlam). 

Women's  Voluntary  Services,  (Centre  Organiser,  Mrs.  W.  C,. 

Higginson,  Wash  Farm,  Liverpool  Road,  Irlam). 


BYE-LAWS 


Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  following  matters  have  been 
made  by  the  Council  and  are  in  operation  from  the  dates  shown  : 


Nuisances 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds . . . 
Smoke  Abatement 
Handling,  wrapping,  etc.  of  food 
Building  Bye-laws 


13th  Oct.,  1922 
...  5th  April,  1927 
1st  Nov.,  1949 
...  16th  April,  1950 
14th  Nov.,  1953 


Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds,  amendment 
of  Bye-law  No.  10 

Control  of  Dogs  on  Roads,  No.  1 Order,  1957 
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1st  March,  1958 
1st  May,  1958 


TABLE  I 

IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  for  the  Year  1958.  Classified  under  the  Headings 
of  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical  Classifica- 
tion of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death. 


No. 

Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  dis- 
eases ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

I 

3 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

6 

6 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

3 

7 

10 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

- — 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . . 

9 

13 

22 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

22 

16 

38 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

— 

3 

3 

20 

Other  heart  disease... 

6 

6 

12 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

5 

6 

11 

22 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

23 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

2 

4 

24 

Bronchitis 

8 

1 

9 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

1 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

1 

2 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— - 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

1 

— 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis- 
eases ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

6 

11 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

34 

All  other  accidents  ... 

4 

— 

4 

35 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

76 

72 

148 
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IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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Adjusted:  Live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor,  1.03)  = 17.2  per  1,000  population. 
Death  rate  (comparability  factor,  1.26)  = 12.5  per  1,000.  population 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1858 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Irlam  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  environmental  health  and  cleansing  services  of  the 
district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

The  framework  of  the  report  is  similar  to  the  previous  years, 
embodying  the  necessary  statistics  and  brief  summaries  on  the 
various  sections  of  the  work  of  the  department. 

The  type  of  work  done  in  any  particular  year  is  governed  by 
circumstances,  things  which  are  given  high  priority  one  year  have 
to  take  second  place  to  other,  equally  important  jobs  the  next. 
In  1956  and  1957  the  main  concentration  was  on  food  premises, 
every  effort  being  made  to  bring  these  up  to  a good  standard.  In 
1958  the  major  thrust  was  on  housing.  1959  will  undoubtedly  bring 
a drive  against  atmospheric  pollution.  The  unfortunate  part  is  that 
staffing  does  not  allow  for  a concentrated  effort  to  be  maintained  on 
all  fronts.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  work  of  the  department  is 
expanding  year  by  year,  not  only  in  the  field  of  environmental 
health  but  also  on  public  cleansing;  the  former  due  mainly  to  new 
legislation  and  more  exacting  standards  and  the  latter  to  the 
general  growth  of  the  district. 

The  department,  or  more  correctly  the  Council,  have  been 
fortunate  in  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  change  of  staff  for  a 
number  of  years.  An  experienced  officer  who  has  been  in  the  district 
over  five  years  is  of  more  value  to  the  authority  than  any  two 
who  change  every  twelve  months. 

The  slum  clearance  programme  which  was  originally  scheduled 
to  cover  a period  of  fifteen  years  was  completed  during  the  year 
having  been  condensed  into  three  years.  Work  in  connection  with 
the  Rent  Act  has  been  constant  throughout  the  year.  Statistically 
there  is  little  to  show  but  much  time  has  been  spent  explaining  the 
various  forms  and  giving  general  information  to  the  public. 
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An  entirely  new  heading  in  the  report  is  the  one  of  the  Agri- 
culture (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956,  and, 
although  we  are  only  concerned  with  a few  short  sections  dealing 
with  sanitary  accommodation,  the  work  entailed  has  been  such  as 
to  add  considerably  to  the  responsibility  of  the  department. 

During  the  year  the  preliminary  details  of  the  first  proposed 
smoke  control  area  in  Cadishead  were  submitted  to  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  his  approval.  Work  continued 
with  undiminished  vigour  to  abate  the  dust  nuisance  in  the  Cadis- 
head Central  Ward.  Many  improvements  were  secured  but  the 
problem  is  far  from  being  solved. 

The  public  cleansing  service  maintained  its  high  standard  of 
efficiency  through  one  of  the  most  trying  years  experienced.  During 
the  year  there  were  only  three  weeks  when  the  full  complement  of 
men  were  at  work.  The  disposal  of  refuse  at  Higher  Irlam  ceased 
during  the  month  of  J une  and  tipping  was  resumed  at  the  Lords 
Street  tip.  Salvage  again  remained  fairly  constant  because  of 
the  imposed  restriction  on  the  disposal  of  waste  paper. 

In  conclusion  I have  again  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  to  Dr.  Elwood, 
my  fellow  Officers,  Mr.  Dixon,  other  members  of  the  staff  and 
employees  for  their  help  and  support  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LESLIE  HALL, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

515/521  Liverpool  Road, 
Irlam. 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


Accumulations 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare 

• • • 

Pro- 

14 

visions)  Act,  1956  ... 

63 

Animals  so  kept 

8 

Atmospheric  pollution 

167 

Cinemas 

12 

Dirty  houses  ... 

9 

Drainage,  public  sewers,  etc. 

Dwelling  houses — complaints,  nuisances,  etc. 

(in- 

194 

eluding  re-visits) 

482 

Factories  Act,  1937  ... 

142 

Food  Sampling  and  Inspection 

15 

Food  Premises:  Bakehouses 

19 

Canteens  and  Kitchens  ... 

16 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

53 

Licensed  Premises 

7 

Meat  Shops 

30 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

49 

Manufacturers  Cooked  Meats 

21 

Others 

193 

Housing:  Council  House  Applications 

6 

Housing  Act,  1957 

254 

Rent  Act,  1957 

69 

Overcrowding 

6 

Infectious  Disease:  Visits  to  households  ... 

no 

Other  visits 

31 

Infestations  cockroaches,  woodbeetle,  etc.  ... 

51 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc. 

154 

Mortuary 

8 

National  Assistance  Act 

3 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

4 

Petroleum 

53 

Public  Cleansing:  Refuse  Disposal 

258 

Salvage  ... 

82 

Other 

144 

Rats  and  mice 

109 

Schools  ... 

8 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

354 

Watercourses  ...  ...  

6 

Miscellaneous  ... 

43 

Total  number  of  visits 

• • * 

3257 
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OFFICE  ROUTINE 


The  Public  Health  Department  moved  to  new  premises  at 
515/521  Liverpool  Road,  Irlam,  in  March,  1958,  and  whilst  the 
office  accommodation  is  vastly  superior  to  the  old  shop  premises, 
some  inconvenience  is  experienced  because  of  the  distance  of  the 
new  office  from  the  main  offices  of  the  Council.  However,  with 
intelligent  forethought  this  inconvenience  has  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  only  one  journey  by  a member  of  the  office  staff  being 
necessary  each  day. 

Much  time  was  spent  on  Housing  records  during  the  year,  and, 
inspections  having  commenced  under  the  Agriculture  (Safety, 
Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956,  new  forms  were  acquired 
for  this  work. 

In  spite  of  short  staffing  due  to  sickness  during  two  months  of 
the  year  all  records  were  kept  up  to  date  during  the  whole  of  the 
period  under  review  and  monthly,  quarterly,  and  annual  returns 
dealt  with  expeditiously. 

I would  again  pay  tribute  to  Miss  Townsend  and  Miss  Walton 
for  their  unfailing  support  in  maintaining  the  high  standard  of 
efficiency  of  the  clerical  side  of  the  work. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  general  standard  of  foodstuffs  handled  by  traders  in  the 
district  is  good.  Routine  inspections  of  food — manufacturers  and 
retailers  stocks — revealed  nothing  warranting  any  action  being 
taken. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  district  and  in  conse- 
quence the  new  legislation  relating  to  slaughterhouses  and  the  care  of 
animals  etc.  does  not  affect  the  work  of  the  department.  Butchers 
obtain  their  supplies  mainly  from  abattoirs  in  Warrington  and 
Manchester.  There  has  been  no  further  information  regarding  the 
proposed  new  abattoir  at  Phillips  Park,  Manchester. 

The  amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  shown  in  the  following 
table  is  the  smallest  for  many  years: 


lbs. 

tins 

Shoulder  steak .. . 

25 

Corned  beef 

6} 

Cooked  ham 

13J 

Pork  luncheon  meat  . . . 

1 

Tinned  vegetables 

6 

Tinned  fruit 

8 

All  condemned  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  with  the  household 
refuse  at  the  controlled  tip. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  of  Food  Premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  district  at  end  of 

year. 


Type  of  Business  Number 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  42 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sugar  Confectioners,  ice  cream  etc.  ...  ...  ...  25 

licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  cafes, 

snack  bars  and  similar  catering  establishments  ...  39 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Number  of  Food  Premises,  by  type  of  business,  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  (exluding  ice  cream  premises),  and 
Section  14  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  ( General  Powers)  Act,  1951 


Food  and 
Drugs  Act 

Type  of  Business  Number 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  2 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers — 

Meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  ...  4 


Lancs.  C.C. 
Act 

Number 

2 

2 


The  report  on  food  premises  is  again  one  of  steady  progress.  By 
and  large  the  majority  of  the  traders  have  made  a genuine  effort 
not  only  to  comply  with  the  requirements  laid  down  by  legislation 
but  to  improve  the  standard  beyond  the  enforceable  level.  The  wise 
food  trader  realises  that  a clean,  modern  and  attractive  shop, 
linked  with  good  service,  is  the  only  way,  not  only  to  improve  trade 
but  to  keep  his  existing  customers.  On  the  other  side  of  the  counter 
the  propaganda  for  clean  food  appears  to  be  slowly  penetrating.  The 
customers  are  becoming  more  selective  and  are  patronising  the 
shops  which  show  the  highest  standard  of  hygiene.  But  whilst  the 
majority  have  achieved  a good  standard  it  cannot  be  overlooked 
that  we  still  have  a few  who  refuse  to  do  anything  until  they  are 
forced  and  then  only  do  the  absolute  minimum  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations.  This  group  although  only  a small  minority  involve  the 
department  in  more  work  than  all  the  others. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  increased  use  of  refrigeration  in  the 
food  premises;  over  75%  of  the  premises  have  refrigeration  plant 
of  one  type  or  another.  This  figure  excludes  ice  cream  and  frozen 
food  units. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  1958  and 
gives  details  of  work  done  during  the  year: 


Contravention 
or  Defect 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31st 

Dec., 

1957 

Found 
during  1958 

Total 

found 

1958 

Total 

reme- 

died 

1958 

Writ- 

ten 

off 

Pre- 

mises 

closed 

etc. 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31st 

Dec., 

1958 

Shop 

Pre- 

mises 

Other 

Food 

Pre- 

mises 

Insufficient  protection 

of  food 

10 

4 

1 

5 

3 

— 

12 

Cleanliness  of  equip- 

ment  ... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Drainage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

No  compartment 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cleanliness  and  repair 

9 

5 

2 

7 

5 

— 

11 

Lighting 

16 

2 

1 

3 

6 

— 

13 

Notice  re  washing  of 

hands 

20 

1 

— 

1 

7 

2 

12 

Wash  hand  basin  with 

hot  and  cold  water  ... 

68 

— 

1 

1 

20 

3 

46 

Soap  and  towels 

8 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

4 

First  aid  equipment  ... 

10 

2 

— 

2 

7 

— 

5 

Accommodation  for 

clothing 

4 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

Sinks  with  hot  and 

cold  water 

8 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

7 

Lighting  of  food  room 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Cleanliness  of  food  room 

12 

5 

2 

7 

13 

— 

6 

Repair  of  food  room  ... 

9 

7 

— 

7 

5 

— 

11 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

3 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

Provide  dustbins 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Name  and  address  on 

vehicle 

1 

1 

Totals 

184 

33 

11 

44 

87 

6 

135 

If  figures  and  statistics  do  prove  anything  it  is  that  the  work 
in  this  connection  is  progressive  and  at  no  period  can  one  report 
that  “all  is  well”.  As  some  contraventions  are  remedied  so  others 
appear  to  take  their  place.  Eighty-seven  items  were  remedied  during 
the  year  but  forty-four  new  ones  were  added  to  the  list.  The  battle 
for  the  provision  of  wash  hand  basins  still  continues  and  the  question 
of  what  is  reasonable  is  no  nearer  being  satisfactorily  answered. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  details  of  samples  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  during  1958: 


A total  of  76  samples  was  obtained,  consisting  of  45  samples  of 
milk  (including  one  sample  of  Channel  Islands  milk)  and  31  others, 
comprising: 


3 Gin, 

2 Rum. 

1 Whisky. 

1 Ice-cream. 

1 Milk-shake  powder. 

1 Epsom  salts. 

1 Glycerin. 

1 Cream  of  tartar. 

3 Flour. 

1 Malt  extract  and  cod  liver 
1 Dried  fruit. 

1 Canned  vegetables. 


1 Fresh  fruit. 

1 Salt. 

1 Bicarbonate  of  soda. 
1 Biscuits. 

1 Tea. 

1 Demerara  sugar. 

1 Custard  powder. 

1 Imitation  cream. 

2 Pickles. 

. 3 Gravy  browning. 

1 Arrowroot. 


With  the  exception  of  the  sample  of  gravy  browning  detailed 
below,  all  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be  genuine: 


Type  Result  of  Analysis 

Gravy  Contained  120  parts  per  million 
browning  zinc  whereas  the  recommended 
limit  for  zinc  content  is  50  parts 
per  million. 


A ction  taken 

Manufacturer 
communicated  with 


ICE  CREAM 

There  are  now  forty  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream, 
an  increase  of  three  over  the  previous  year.  With  the  exception  of 
one  Manufacturer/retailer,  all  are  selling  pre-packed  ice  cream  which 
is  manufactured  outside  the  district. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  in  the  premises  of  the 
Manufacturer  is  very  satisfactory. 

Fifty-three  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  during  the 
year.  The  premises  were  inspected  for  general  cleanliness  and  the 
temperature  of  the  ice  cream  was  regularly  checked  both  in  the  shops 
and  on  vehicles  coming  in  from  other  districts.  In  every  case  the 
provisions  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations  were 
complied  with. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

No.  of  registered  distributors  operating  from:- 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies...  ...  30 

(c)  Premises  outside  the  district  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  : 
Tuberculin  Tested — Dealers  ...  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  ...  ...  2 

Pasteurised — Dealers  ...  ...  ...  8 

Supplementary  ...  ...  2 

Sterilised—  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  34 

Supplementary  2 


New  premises  have  been  built  by  one  of  the  dairymen  in  the 
Higher  Irlam  area.  All  the  milk  handled  on  these  premises  is  bottled 
at  one  of  the  larger  dairies  outside  the  district.  Apart  from  routine 
inspections  no  special  action  has  been  taken  throughout  the  year. 

HOUSING 

When  compared  with  other  areas  the  position  with  regard  to 
housing  in  Irlam  can  be  considered  very  satisfactory.  The  slum 
clearance  programme,  or  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  (there  being 
no  slums  in  Irlam),  which  was  first  timed  for  fifteen  years  then 
later  reduced  to  five  years,  was  completed  during  1958,  having  been 
condensed  into  three  years.  This  means  that  at  the  end  of  1958  there 
were  no  houses  in  the  district  which  were  considered  to  be  unfit 
for  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  repaired  which  had  not  been 
dealt  with. 

Whilst  the  Council  can  feel  justly  proud  of  the  present  position 
it  does  not  mean  that  the  work  under  this  part  of  the  Housing  Act 
is  complete.  The  decay  of  buildings  is  progressive  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  the  future  new  cases  will  be  brought  forward. 

The  general  standard  of  the  property  in  the  district  is  reasonably 
good.  No  great  difficulties  were  encountered  in  persuading  owners  to 
carry  out  necessary  repair  work. 

The  following  tables  show  the  position  at  the  end  of  1958: 


1.  Action  Taken  During  1958 


Property  declared  unfit 

Property 
improved 
up  to  a 
reason- 
able 
stan- 
dard 

Property 
to  be 
dealt 
with 
under 
Public 
Health 
Act 

Houses 

Demo- 

lished 

during 

year 

Demo- 

lition 

orders 

Volun- 

tary 

Demo- 

lition 

orders 

Closing 

reho 

used 

By 

Coun- 

cil 

Pri- 

vately 

By 

notice 

volun- 

tary 

32 

2 

1 

25 

1 

27 

10 

8 

28 


2.  Complete  Programme  under  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 


Property  declared  unfit  j 

Demo- 

lition 

orders 

Vol- 

un- 

tary 

demo- 

lition 

orders 

Closing 

Orders 

By 

notice 

volun- 

tary 

62 

o 

2 

1 

ber 

of 

dwel- 

ling 

houses 

ins- 


Families 

rehoused 


By  i 

coun-|  Priv- 
eil  ! ately 


Prop- 

erty 

not 

now 

used 

for 

habi- 

ta- 

tion 

No 

action 

re- 

quired 


Prem- 
ises 
up 
to  a 
rea- 
son- 
able 
stan- 
dard 


Prop- 
erty 
to  be 
dealt 
with 
under 
Public 
H’lth 
Act 


No 
action 
taken 


136 


33 


o 


48 


10 


6 


OVERCROWDING 

There  is  comparatively  little  overcrowding  in  the  district.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  known  cases.  One  case  was 
relieved  during  the  year  and  one  new  case  discovered. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

The  Rent  Restrictions  Regulations,  1957. 

The  main  work  carried  out  by  the  department  under  this  Act 
has  not  been  the  inspection  of  property  and  the  serving  of  the  various 
notices  but  has  been  to  act  as  an  advice  bureau  for  the  general 
public. 

In  spite  of  the  variety  of  forms  the  working  of  the  Regulations 
has  been  reasonably  straightforward  and  no  undue  difficulties  have 
arisen.  In  the  main  owners  have  done  what  was  required  of  them  and 
the  tenants  have  been  more  or  less  content  to  pay  the  additional 
rent.  With  all  legislation  there  are  the  few  who  will  go  to  any  lengths 
to  evade  their  responsibilities  and  the  Rent  Act  proved  to  be 
no  exception. 

An  interesting  feature  was  the  hearing  in  Court  of  two  appeals 
by  an  owner  against  items  of  disrepair  on  a Certificate  of  Disrepair. 
The  debatable  items  were  the  repair  and  renewal  of  coal  stores, 
renewal  of  two  garden  gates,  and  renewal  of  a water  closet  seat. 
The  appeal  was  upheld  in  the  case  of  the  coal  stores  and  one  garden 
gate.  The  appeal  regarding  this  gate  was  apparently  upheld  because 
the  tenant  had  widened  the  aperture  by  six  inches  to  make  an 
entrance  for  a car.  The  appeal  against  the  other  garden  gate  and 
the  water  closet  seat  were  squashed. 

The  following  shows  the  forms  issued  and  the  action  taken  under 
this  Act : 
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(a)  Forms  Issued  from  the  Office  to  Tenants 


Ei 

ghteen  months 

frc 

mi  commence- 

Form 

1958 

ment  of  Act 

G “Notice  by  tenant  to  landlord  of  defects” 

I “Application  by  tenant  for  Certificate  of 

44 

339 

Disrepair” 

O “Application  for  certificate  as  to  remedy- 

18 

36 

ing  of  defects”  ... 

(b)  Action  Taken  under  the  Act 

I “Applications  for  Certificate  of  Dis- 

6 

6 

repair” 

21 

33 

— 

— — 

— “Decisions  not  to  issue  certs.”... 

J “Notice  by  D.A.  to  land-'l 

1 

1 

lord — Proposal  to  issue  >Some  defects 

12 

19 

Certificate  of  Disrepair”  J All  defects  ... 

9 

13 

22 

33 

— “Undertakings  given  to  tenants  prior  to 
serving  form  “J”  after  application  by 

tenants” 

K “Undertakings  by  Landlord  to  remedy 

3 

3 

defects” 

12 

20 

L “Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued” 

9 

9 

24 

32 

M “Application  by  Landlord  to  cancel 

mmem 

Certificate  of  Disrepair” 

N “Notices  served  on  tenant  as  to  cancel- 

2 

2 

ling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

— “Certificates  Cancelled” 

O “Application  for  Certificate  as  to  remedy- 

2 

2 

ing  of  defects”  ... 

5 

5 

P “Certificates  as  to  remedying  of  defects” 

COMPLAINTS 

4 

4 

326  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  complaints: 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  6 

Animals  so  kept  ...  ...  ...  6 

Atmospheric  pollution  ...  ...  5 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  3 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  68 
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Houses  dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Infestations  cockroaches,  ants,  etc.  ...  96 

Obstructed  or  defective  drains  ...  36 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


It  is  surprising  how  year  after  year  the  table  of  complaints 
conforms  to  a set  pattern.  The  total  figure  varies  slightly  whilst 
the  proportion  of  each  type  of  complaint  is  almost  identical  to  the 
previous  years.  The  increase  in  the  complaints  regarding  rodents 
and  vermin  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  workman  responsible  for  this 
work  was  absent  because  of  illness  for  over  three  months  during 
the  year. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  complaints 
received  (including  revisits)  was  1,195. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE 

Arising  out  of  complaints  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
(included  under  the  previous  heading)  54  informal  and  14  statutory 
notices  were  served  during  the  year.  On  no  occasion  was  it  necessary 
to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of  these  notices. 
The  following  statement  gives  details  of  work  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  department: 


HOUSING  , A . /: 

Rising  dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

House  walls  repaired  (pointing,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  18 

Ceilings  and  walls  replastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Chimneys  (flashings,  etc.)  repaired  ...  ...  ...  13 

Eavesgutters  and  rainwater  downspouts  repaired  or 

renewed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  19 

Skirting  boards  repaired  ...  1 

Dresser  Eights  renewed  or  repaired  ...  3 

Window  frames  and;sash  cords  repaired  or  renewed  ...  45 

Window  sills  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Stairs  repaired  2 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  ...  1 
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Bursts  repaired 4 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

DRAINAGE 

Choked  drains  and  public  sewers  cleansed  27 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  19 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  6 

SANITARY  FITTINGS  AND  AMENITIES 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cisterns  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  closet  compartments  repaired  and  cleansed  13 

New  water  closet  pedestals  fixed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  closet  seats  provided  ...  3 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Animals  so  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  courses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  is  one  site  for  two  caravans  licensed  under  the  provision 
of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

No  difficulties  have  arisen  during  the  year.  The  inevitable 
gypsies  have  camped  for  the  odd  night  but  have  moved  on  without 
giving  any  cause  for  complaint. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  nine  properties  in  the  Glazebury  Moss 
area,  which  are  supplied  by  the  Warrington  Corporation,  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  mains  of  Manchester  Cor- 
poration Waterworks  Department.  The  supply  is  constant  and  all 
premises  are  supplied  direct  from  the  mains. 

WATER  COURSES. 

The  natural  water  courses  in  the  district  are  the  Glaze  Brook, 
which  is  the  boundary  of  the  district  on  the  west;  Platts  Brook, 
Irlam;  and  a section  of  the  old  bed  of  the  River  Irwell.  In  addition 
to  these  there  are  many  irrigation  ditches  on  the  moss  area. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  for  general 
condition  and  rodent  control,  and,  apart  from  sections  of  Platts 
brook,  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

The  re-aligning  of  the  Glaze  brook  at  the  lower  reaches  has 
made  a vast  improvement  in  that  area. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Apart  from  a few  isolated  houses  on  the  moss  area,  all  properties 
are  connected  to  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  is  received  and  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  sewage 
works  situated  at  Cords  Street,  Cadishead,  where  it  is  treated  by 
the  Activated  Sludge  method  prior  to  discharge  into  the  River  Glaze 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


The  following  approximate  particulars  are  given  of  conveniences 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1958  : — 


No.  of  fresh-water  closets 
No.  of  waste-water  closets 
No.  of  pail-closets 
No.  of  privy-middens  ... 


5,733 

1 

52 

2 


The  majority  of  the  pail  closets  are  situated  on  the  moss  area 
and  are  attended  to  by  the  occupiers. 


AGRICULTURE  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  ACT,  1956 

This  Act,  which  covers  a very  wide  field  relating  to  the  safety, 
health,  and  welfare  of  agricultural  workers,  only  implicates  local 
authorities  in  the  sections  dealing  with  sanitary  accommodation. 
Never-the-less  though  we  are  only  involved  in  the  enforcement  of 
part  of  three  sections  in  the  whole  Act,  the  time  taken  to  visit  the 
farms  and  make  the  necessary  enquiries  is  not  much  less  than  if  we 
had  the  whole  Act  to  administer. 

During  the  year  63  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  agricul- 
tural premises  and  the  relevant  particulars  recorded.  Distance  of 
extreme  working  points  were  measured  and  advice  given  as  to  what 
was  required  to  comply  with  the  Act.  Copies  of  the  relevant  sections 
dealing  with  sanitary  accommodation  were  left  in  each  case. 

From  a practical  administration  viewpoint  the  sections  we  have 
to  enforce  are  very  vague.  Such  terms  as  “suitable  and  sufficient”; 
“due  regard  to  number  and  sex”;  “reasonable  distance”,  etc.,  are 
well  nigh  impossible  to  interpret. 

One  thing  is  sure  and  that  is  that  this  Act  does  add  considerably 
to  the  work  of  the  department  if  it  is  to  be  administered  properly. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  were  appointed  the  Council’s  representatives 
on  the  Manchester  and  District  Regional  Clean  Air  Committee. 
Your  inspector  was  re-elected  as  a Member  of  the  North  West 
Divisional  Council  of  the  National  Clean  Air  Society. 
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The  year  under  review  has  been  particularly  hectic,  all  the 
progress  and  good  work  appears  to  have  been  overshadowed  by  the 
continual  complaint  regarding  dust  in  the  Atherton  Lane  area. 
It  is  distressing  to  find  that  the  simple  operation  of  tipping  hot 
slag  and  the  removal  of  same  can  jeopardise  the  whole  of  the 
district’s  efforts  for  smoke  abatement  and  a clean  atmosphere. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a remedy  will  have  to  be  found  but  this 
purely  localised  nuisance  should  be  kept  in  proper  perspective  whilst 
viewing  the  whole  of  the  district. 


During  the  month  of  June  a meeting  was  held  with  representa- 
tives of  industry  to  discuss  the  effect  of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  The  meet- 
ing was  well  attended  and  the  unfailing  co-operation  of  industry 
throughout  the  district  was  promised.  This  promise  was  not  merely 
verbal,  as  since  that  date  many  improvements  have  been  made  to 
boiler  plant  with  a view  to  improving  the  cleanliness  of  the  atmos- 
phere. Prior  approval  was  sought  and  granted  in  relation  to  the 
installation  of  a new  boiler  at  one  of  the  factories. 

With  the  exception  of  the  dust  nuisance  already  referred  to 
conditions  relating  to  smoke  etc.  from  industrial  plant  are  improving 
and  may  be  considered  reasonably  satisfactory. 


The  following  are  now  on  the  official  list  of  registrable  pro- 
cesses and  are  under  the  direct  control  of  H.M.  Alkali  Inspectorate: 


Firm 

Lancashire  Steel  Manufacturing 
Co.  Ltd.,  Irlam 

British  Tar  Products  Ltd., 
Hayes  Road,  Cadishead. 
Lancashire  Tar  Distillers  Ltd., 
Liverpool  Road,  Cadishead. 


Work  or  processes  registered 

Gas  Liquor  Sulphate  of  Amm- 
onia, Tar,  Benzine  Acid  Sludge, 
Gas  and  Coke,  Iron  and  Steel 
(Blast  Furnaces,  open  hearth 
furnaces). 

Sulphide,  Bisulphide  of  Carbon, 
Tar,  Benzene,  Pyridine. 

Tar,  Benzene,  Acid  Sludge, 
Pyridine. 


The  only  addition  due  to  the  new  Act  is  the  inclusion  of  the 
Lancashire  Steel  Manufacturing  Co.  Ltd.,  but  it  does  not  include 
the  Subsidiaries,  i.e.  the  Tar  Macadam  Plant  and  the  Metal  Recovery 
Plant.  The  liaison  between  the  Alkali  Inspector  and  the  Public 
Health  Department  is  very  satisfactory  considering  the  widespread 
duties  of  that  officer. 


On  3rd  December,  1958,  the  Council  submitted  the  preliminary 
proposal  for  the  first  proposed  smoke  control  area.  The  proposed 
area  covering  some  171  acres  is  situated  in  Cadishead  and  is  roughly 
triangular  in  shape,  the  sides  of  the  triangle  being  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal,  the  Glazebrook,  and  Lords  Street,  Green  Lane  and 
Hayes  Road.  The  estimated  properties  involved  are: 
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479 

197 

35 


711 

2 
2 

11 
1 
1 
1 

18 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

2 

The  introduction  of  smoke  control  areas  will  involve  a tremen- 
dous amount  of  extra  work  not  only  on  inspection  and  survey  but 
also  in  the  office.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  if  we  are  to  carry  on 
with  the  scheme  to  make  the  whole  area  smokeless  more  staff 
will  have  to  be  recruited. 

The  present  campaign  to  render  all  the  black  areas  smokeless 
is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  far  reaching  of 
environmental  health  reforms  in  the  present  century.  It  will  tend 
to  alter  and  affect  the  lives  of  millions  of  people  including  all  in 
our  own  district,  and  because  of  this  it  should  not  be  dealt  with 
lightly.  No  doubt  there  will  be  many  pitfalls  and  prejudices  but 
I do  feel  that  with  goodwill  and  understanding  these  will  be  over- 
come. 

The  Council  continued  to  take  part  in  the  scheme  concerned 
with  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  our  own  and 
adjoining  districts.  There  are  four  lead  peroxide  apparatus  for  the 
measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  one  deposit  gauge  situated 
in  our  area. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

During  the  year  354  visits  were  made  to  shops  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above  Act.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  were  found  to 
be  satisfactorily  complied  with.  There  are  246  shops  in  the 
district,  122  in  Irlam  and  124  in  Cadishead. 
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(a)  Domestic: 


Council  houses 
Non-Council  houses 
Dwellings  attached  to  shops 


(b)  Commercial: 


Public  houses 
Surgery  houses 
Lock-up  shops 
Clinic 

Filling  station 
Club  houses 


(c)  Industrial: 


Tar  Works  ... 
Sewage  Works 


(d)  Miscellaneous: 


School  room 
Church 


Classification  of  Shops  according  to  Type  of  Business.  (In  the  case 
of  a mixed  business  the  shop  is  recorded  under  the  main  one.) 


Type  of  Business 


Irlam  Cadishead 


General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ... 
Fishmongers 
Meat  Shops 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  ... 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Sugar  Confectioners,  ice  cream,  etc 

Off  Licences 

Cafes,  snack  bars 

Boot  and  Shoe  Shops:  Sale  ... 

Repair 

Hairdressers : Ladies ... 

Gentlemen 

Stationers  (Post  Offices,  etc.) 

Ladies’,  Gentlemen’s,  children’s  outfitters 
Furnishing 

Electrical  Fittings  and  Equipment  ... 
Radios,  T.V.,  etc. 

Wallpaper,  paints 
Pet  shops 
Music,  etc. 

J ewellers 
Sports  Outfitters 
Hardware 

Photographic  supplies 
Chemists 

Fancy  goods,  toys,  etc. 

Handicrafts 


20 

10 

2 

7 

7 

5 

15 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 

5 
2 

16 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

6 
1 
3 
1 
1 


22 

8 

9 

5 

7 

10 

1 

2 

5 

3 

5 

2 

3 

20 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

3 

1 


122  124 


The  Irlam  Urban  District,  having  a population  of  less  than 
20,000  is  not  a “local  authority’’  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act  but 
being  a sanitary  authority  we  are  responsible  for  the  provisions  re- 
lating to  ventilation,  temperature,  and  sanitary  accommodation. 
We  do  however  act  as  agents  for  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
and  inspect  the  shops  checking  on  matters  relating  to  young 
persons  and  shop  assistants  etc.  on  their  behalf.  The  section  dealing 
with  Closing  Hours  is  operated  directly  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

was: 


Number 

Added 

Taken 

Number 

on 

to 

off 

on 

Register 

Register 

Register 

Register 

31-12-57 

1958 

1958 

31-12-58 

Mechanical  factories 

40 

2 

42 

Non-mechanical  factories 

1 

— 

1 

Building  sites,  etc. 

17 

2 

5 

14 

Outworkers 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

60 

5 

6 

59 

A total  of  142  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Act  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  contra- 
ventions noted  and  remedied: 


Contraventions 
and  Defects 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31.12.57 

Found 

1958 

Reme- 

died 

1958 

Writ- 

ten 

off 

1958 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31.12.58 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

No  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion provided 

3 

3 

Structural  repairs 

5 

3 

7 

— 

1 

Defective  water  closets 
and  flushing  systems, 
etc. 

5 

7 

7 

5 

Back  of  cleanliness 

3 

5 

5 

2 

1 

Decorating  required 

16 

5 

12 

1 

8 

Inadequate  lighting 

5 

4 

7 

— 

2 

No  separate  sanitary  ac- 
commodation for  sexes 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Absence  of  intervening 
ventilated  space  ..; 

■V  ^ . 



1 

1 

No.  water  closet  com- 
partment provided  . . . 

1 

■ c.  ±2 

' — _ ' ’• ' 

. . 

lit 

Absence  of  doors  and/or 
locks  ... 

■ 

21 

13 

26 

* 

8 

No  notice  re  sex  pro- 
vided ... 

1 

1 

Other 

List  of  outworkers  to  be 
submitted 

1 

— 

1 

r 

. 

Totals 

60 

41 

71 

3 

V 27 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTIONS 

The  following  are  details  of  visits  and  disinfections  etc.: 


Visits  to  households  ...  ...  ...  110 

Visits  to  Irlam  day  nursery  ...  ...  13 

Visits  to  food  premises  ...  ...  5 

Visits  to  library  ...  ...  ...  1 

Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  ...  31 

Library  books  disinfected  ...  ...  19 

Rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  32 

Bedding  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Outfits  distributed  ...  ...  ...  77 

vSpecimens  submitted  to  Public  Health 

laboratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 


Rooms  are  fumigated  with  Formaldehyde  after  the  patient 
has  been  removed  to  hospital,  or  if  nursed  at  home,  when  the  patient 
is  certified  free  from  infection.  The  library  books  are  also  fumigated 
with  Formaldehyde  prior  to  returning  to  general  use. 


MORTUARY 

The  mortuary  which  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Council  offices 
is  maintained  by  the  department.  As  a general  routine  it  is  cleansed 
weekly  and  after  each  use.  The  Public  Health  Department  is  also 
responsible  for  maintaining  supplies  of  clean  sheets,  soap  and  towels, 
rubber  gloves,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  Doctors  conducting  post  mortem 
examinations. 

The  mortuary  has  been  in  use  on  17  occasions  during  the 
year.  The  details  are  as  follows  : 


Ca  use  of  death 

Natural  causes 
Accidental  death 
Suicide 

Open  verdict  ... 


Number 

12 

3 

1 

1 


DISINFESTATION 


The  work  of  disinfestation  is  one  of  the  duties  allocated  to  the 
rodent  operative,  working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector.  The  following  infestations  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year: 


Bed  Bugs 
Woodworms 
Silverfish  ... 
Cockroaches 
Ants 

Blue  Bottles  . . . 


3 

16 

3 

40 

30 

2 
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Other  Flies 
Moths  . . . 
Caterpillars 
Other  beetles 


1 

4 

1 

1 


All  infestations  were  successfully  treated  with  Zaldecide  or 
Gammexane. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  report  is  again  one  of  steady  progress,  the  number  of 
infestations  reported  follows  a similar  pattern  to  the  past  few  years. 
By  far  the  majority  of  reports  of  rats  and  mice  come  from  the 
occupiers  of  dwelling  houses.  This  on  the  face  of  it  indicates  sewer 
or  drain  infestation  and  yet  the  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  is  almost 
always  negative.  It  may  well  be  that  the  same  stray  rat  is  seen  and 
reported  by  more  than  one  person. 

A close  watch  was  kept  on  threshing  activities  and  apart  from 
the  odd  instance  of  a guard  fence  not  being  quite  high  enough  the 
Regulations  were  fully  complied  with.  Now  that  the  operators 
reliase  that  they  have  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  when  working 
in  our  area  there  have  been  no  difficulties  in  the  administration  of 
same. 


The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  work  done  during 
the  year: 


Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

Local 

Author- 

ity 

Dwelling 

houses 

only 

All 

other 

pre- 

mises 

Agri- 

cultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district... 

17 

4,578 

702 

69 

Number  of  properties  inspected... 

16 

86 

114 

39 

Total  inspections  carried  out  (in- 

eluding  re-inspections) 

63 

95 

141 

82 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  in- 

tested  by:  Rats  — Major 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Minor  . . . 

5 

46 

8 

7 

Mice  — Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

7 

31 

7 

— 

Number  of  infested  properties 

treated  ... 

13 

73 

16 

4 

Total  treatments  carried  out 

(including  re-treatments) 

Number  of  ‘block’  control  schemes 

27 

83 

19 

6 

carried  out 

— 

6 

■ ■ 1 

r r 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928—1957 

The  number  of  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  granted  during 
the  year  was  27.  One  new  licence  was  issued  and  the  remaining  26 
were  renewals  of  licences  previously  held.  The  licences  issued  were 
as  follows: 

Not  exceeding  100  gallons  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Exceeding  100  and  not  exceeding  500  gallons  ...  14 

Exceeding  500  and  not  exceeding  1,000  gallons  ...  4 

Exceeding  1,000  and  not  exceeding  5,000  gallons  ...  4 

Exceeding  5,000  and  not  exceeding  10,000  ...  1 

Exceeding  50,000  gallons  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

One  licence  to  store  4 tons  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  was  issued. 
The  income  from  the  licences  was  £30  13s.  9d. 

As  was  forecast  in  my  last  year’s  report  much  more  time  has 
had  to  be  spent  on  this  branch  of  our  activities.  In  addition  to  the 
extra  work  created  by  the  operation  of  the  Petroleum  Spirit  (Con- 
veyance by  Road)  Regulations,  1957,  new  conditions  of  licence  for 
the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  were  drawn  up  in  consultation  with 
the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  Lancashire  County  Fire  Brigade 
and  representatives  of  the  North  Western  Electricity  Board.  These 
conditions  came  into  force  with  the  issuing  of  the  new  licences  on 
1st  January,  1959. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  public  cleansing  service  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  most 
essential  of  the  Council’s  activities.  No  other  service  is  in  such 
regular  direct  contact  with  the  people  of  the  district  nor  is  any 
other  service  used  to  such  a degree  as  the  pointer  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  Council  in  general.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  that  not  only 
should  the  bins  be  emptied  regularly  each  week  but  that  the  job 
should  be  done  pleasantly  and  courteously.  To  that  end  meetings 
are  held  at  the  offices  with  the  workmen  where  grievances  and  diffi- 
culties are  smoothed  out. 

Difficulties  which  have  arisen  during  the  year  were  due  in  the 
main  to  depleted  numbers  because  of  sickness  and  holidays.  A sys- 
tem of  automatic  overtime  was  introduced  which  did  ease  the  situa- 
tion and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  extra  man  was  recruited. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  as  the  district  grows  so  does  the  work  of 
the  cleansing  service.  Every  new  house  or  flat  means  another  bin 
to  empty  and  extra  space  taken  up  at  the  tip. 

During  the  year  tipping  was  discontinued  at  Higher  Irlam 
and  resumed  at  the  Council’s  own  tip  at  Lords  Street,  Cadishead. 
The  introduction  of  a charge  for  tipping  trade  refuse  is  now  well 
established  and  presenting  no  difficulties. 
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The  staff  of  the  cleansing  service  consists  of  three  drivers,  ten 
bin  men  and  two  tip  men.  The  department  also  maintains  three 
S.D.  freighters  purchased  in  1947,  1950,  and  1955  respectively.  Each 
of  the  freighters  is  supplemented  by  a trailer  for  the  collection  of 
salvage. 

The  bin  replacement  scheme  is  working  satisfactorily.  During 
the  year  the  following  dustbins  were  supplied  by  the  department: 


Supplied  under  the  bin  replacement  scheme 

...  326 

Supplied  to  new  Council  houses 

26 

Resold  privately 

48 

Total 

...  400 

The  disposal  of  salvaged  material  is  becoming  increasingly  diffi- 
cult. The  market  for  light  scrap  metal  such  as  we  accumulate  at  the 
tip  has  completely  vanished.  The  same  also  applies  to  the  disposal 
of  bottles  and  jars  etc.  The  only  materials  worth  salvaging  are  waste 
paper  and  rags  and  even  with  these  restrictions  as  to  type  and  quan- 
tity are  rendering  it  more  costly  to  collect  and  bale.  As  the  market 
for  some  commodities  drop  so  extra  effort  is  made  to  recuperate  on 
the  still  saleable  materials  and  so  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  en- 
countered the  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  the  income  derived 
therefrom  in  1958  was  higher  than  the  two  previous  years.  The 
reason  was  the  increased  collection  of  waste  paper.  The  tonnage 
collected  during  the  year  was  the  highest  recorded  averaging  just 
over  22  tons  per  month. 


CLEANSING  COSTS 

Total  weight  of  household  refuse 
collected.  Disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping 
Population 

Number  of  houses  and  premises. . . 
Approximate  number  of  bins 
emptied  each  cycle 
Average  length  of  haul  ... 

Net  expenditure  : 

(a)  Collection 

(b)  Disposal  ... 

(c)  Provision  of  Dustbins  ... 

(d)  Salvage  ... 

Eess  income  from  Salvage 


AND  STATISTICS 


6,126  tons 
14,910. 
4,995. 

5,131. 
l£ — 2 miles. 


£8,774 
£1,684 
£ 425 
£1,902 


£12,785 

£2,257  £10,528 


41 


Net  cost  per  ton  : 

(a)  Collection  (including  salvage) 

(b)  *Disposal  ... 


£1  7s.  6d.  \ n 
5s.  6d.  J*  * 


12s. 


()d. 


Net  cost  per  1,000  population  : 

(a)  Collection  (including  salvage) 

(b)  * Disposal  ... 


£561  5s.  4d. 
£112  5s.  4d. 


)>£673  10s.  8d. 


* No  allowance  made  for  Road  Sweepings,  and  other  waste  material 
brought  for  disposal  by  the  Highways  Department,  etc. 


NOTE:  The  above  figures  relate  to  the  financial  year  1958-1959 


SALVAGE  FIGURES. 


The  details  of  material  collected  and  sold  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1958  are  as  follows: 


T.  C. 

Q. 

£ s-  d. 

Paper 

• • • • • • 

...  267  18 

0 

2164  18  8 

Textiles 

• • • • • • 

6 1 

1 

78  18  9 

Scrap  Metals 

8 12 

0 

29  13  11 

Bottles, 

jars  etc.... 

1 8 

0 

8 7 6 

Totals 

• • • • • • 

...  283  19 

1 

2,281  18  10 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  1958  as  compared  with  the 

three  previous  years: 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

T.  c.  q. 

T.  c.  q. 

T.  c.  q. 

T.  c.  q. 

Paper 

258  7 2 

257  10  1 

247  14  0 

267  18  0 

Textiles 

8 12  2 

6 7 1 

5 15  1 

6 1 1 

Metals 

14  5 0 

10  16  0 

15  13  0 

8 12  0 

Tins 

6 7 3 

— 

— 

— 

Bottles,  jars, 

etc. 

701  doz. 

468  doz. 

386  doz. 

286  doz. 

Gross  income 

£2,307 

£2,218 

£2,188 

£2,282 
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Summary  of  the  district  Salvage  Efforts 


Year 

Weight 

T.  c.  q. 

— 

Bonuses, 
Prizes,  etc. 

£ 

Value 

£ 

1942 

168  11  3 



659 

1943 

174  10  0 

— 

787 

1944 

99  10  1 

— 

612 

1945 

83  10  0 

— 

468 

1946 

102  19  1 

11 

409 

1947 

129  15  1 

15 

463 

1948 

129  6 0 

27 

633 

1949 

191  1 0 

57 

979 

1950 

171  15  1 

17 

1069 

1951 

221  4 0 

104 

3106 

1952 

212  13  0 

— 

2109 

1953 

233  11  0 

• — 

1679 

1954 

263  10  1 

— 

1801 

1955 

291  1 2 

— 

2307 

1956 

276  19  2 

— 

2218 

1957 

271  0 0 

— 

2188 

1958 

283  19  1 

— 

2282 

Totals 

3304  17  1 

231 

23769 

V 

■v — J 

424,000 

43 


